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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE PALESTINE COMMISSION

Lake Success, New York
Friday, 9 January 1948, at 11.00 a.m.

Present:
Merbers: Mr. Raul Dicz de Medina (Bolivia)
Mr., Karel Lisicky (Czochoslovakia)
Mr. Por Federsplcl . (Donmark)
Mr. Roborto de la Guardia (Panama.)
My Viconte J. Francisco (Philippinecs)
Secreteriat: Mr. Trygve Lic ‘ (Scerctary-General of the
United Nations)
Mr. Ralph Bunche (Secrotary of the Commission)
o . {j?
1. Oponing Address by the Scecrctary-Genoral

The SECRETARY~GENERAL doclared opon the first mooting of the United
Nations Palcstine Commission.

It was with great plecasurc and satisfaction that hc welcomed the Mcmbors
of the Commission who had asscmbled to underteke the momentous task which
dovolved upon the Commission by virtuc of the Gencrel Asscubly Reosolution on
the Palcstinian Question. The far-reaching significance of the W&fk upon
vhich the Commission was to embark for the poace and security of the world
and for the United Nations required no claboration.

He rominded Members of the Commissioﬁ that thoy were asscmbled to

devisc éffectivo and practical ways and means of implementing the solemn

decision of the Goneral Asscnbly of the United Nations. That deccision had

boen taken by morc than the nccessary two-thirds majority vote of the Mombors

of the Goneral Asscmbly, and, morcover, cnjoyed the support of the majority of

the Five Great Powers including the Unlted States and the Sovict Union.

The Mandato of the Commission was, thorcforc, firm and clocar. The Commission
yas to take all nccossary mcasurcs lcading to the cstablishment in Palestinc,
not lator than 1 October 1948, of an indopendent Arab Statc and an indcpendent

Tho Gbnoral Assembly Resolution under which the Comm1551on was to act

' proq%ﬂgd thopogfull authorlty of the United Nations in the discharge of the
I )
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The Commisgsion was cnfitled to bo confident that in the cvent it should
prove nccossary, the Sccurity Counbil‘would assumc its full measurc of
responsibility in tho implementation of the Asscubly's resolution. Tho
Commndssion had the right to assume, as he assumed, that in such a situation the
Security Council would mot fail to czercise, to the fullest and without
ocxception, every ncccssary power cntrusted to it by the Charter in order to
assist the Conmission in fulfilling its mission.

' The Scecrctary-Genoral stated that he was aware of the unfortunate andﬁ
doplorable incidents which had been vecurring in Palostine recently; he was
also awarc of tho fact thet disorders of this kind had been cndemic in ‘
Palestine for some yoars past. This, indced, was in a large mcasurc why the

Uaited Nations was seoizod with the problem.

T this conncetion the Scerctary-General wished particularly o cali*tho
attontion of the Members of the Commission to the fact that the General
hssembly Resolution appealed "to all Governments and to all Pcoples to rofrain
from taking any action which might hamper or delay the carrying-out of t+hese
recommendations” concorning Palestine. He trusted that this appeal, which
ropresented the will of the vast wajority of the Mcmbers of the United Nations,
would not go unhoeded. ‘

. Included among the host of difficult tasks confronting the Commission
were the following:

Thevestabiishmeni of “the fronticrs of the Areb and Jowish Statcs and the
City of Jerusalem in accordance with the gemeral lines of the Assembly‘s
recommondations on partition.

The progrossive assumption of rosponsibility for the administration of
Palestine as the Mandatory Powcr cvacuvated the country, pending the .-
cstablishment of the independent states. )

The esteblishment of Provisional Councils of Govermment in the Arsb and
Jowish States and the dircction of their activitics in the transitional period.

The approval of clection regulations governing democratic clecctions to
constituent asscmblics in ecach statc; and the.appointmenb of the Preparatory
Fconomic Commission which was to pave thé way for‘the Economic Union and the
Joiﬁk Tconomic Board, envigaged in the Résolution. |

The task before the Commission requircd delicate nogotiation, astute
judgement, resolute dctormihation, mmfailing courage and irreproachable
objoctivity. v ‘

The Sceretary-Gonoral assurcd Membors of the Commission that he had
oxorted every effort to cnsurc that an oxporicnced and thoroughly compctent
gtaff would be available to thom. This staff was ontircly at the Commission's
disposal and could be counted upon te render whatever assistancc the
Commission might require.

/In conclusion
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Tn conclusion the Sccrctary-General saild he recognized the hard road |
the Commigsion had to travel, but vas fully confident that it would surmount
all obstacles. In the intercst of poace, security and the United Nations he
wished the Commission full success and pledged to that cnd every resource
at his disposal.

2.  Approval of the Agenda (document AJAC.21/1)

The provisional agonda was adopted unanimously.

3. Elecction of Chairman and Vice-Chalrman

" The SECRETARY-GENERAL, before calling for nominations for the Chalrman,
sald thet ho thought it would be wisc to docide first wupon +the tonure of
office of the Chairmen and the Vice-Chaivman. .

M. FEDERSPIEIL (Donwark) thanked the Socrctary-General foxr his address
and wolcome, He was particularly grateful to find that the Commission had
tho full veight of the United Wations behind its task. L

He suggested that the term of office for the Chalrman and the
Vice~Chairman should extend from the first meeting of the Commigsion ﬁntil
1 Octobor 1948, He consideéred this the most practical date, as‘by thé torms
of the General Assonbly's Resolution the Commission would have finished f
its ftask by thaf tine, and furthermorc would be required to submit its final
report to the Gencral Asscubly and the Security Council in Scptember l9h8

- Mr. FRANCISCO (Phlllpplncs) soconded the proposal. T

This proposal was adopted unanimously.

The Secrotary-Goneral thon called for nominaticns for Chairman;‘ 

Mr. FEDERSPTEL (Dommerk) proposed Mr, Lisicky (Czochoslovakia).  In
meking this nomination he paid tribute to Mr. Lisicky's statcsmanship;
impartiality and intimate knowledge of .the Palestine probiems. '

Mr. MEDINA (Bolivia) seconded the nomination.

Mr, LISICKY was unanimously electod Chairmen.

On taking the chair,’Mr, Lisicky thanked his colleagues for clecting him
Chairman. He said he apprceciated their motives in appointing a Member of the
Uhiﬁo& Nations Special Committcc on Palestine to the chair. This Committec
had accomplished the preliminary work on the Palestine question and hed ﬁeen
responsible for the solution submitted to the United Nations. There were
different appraisals of the work of the Committec, but one feature could not
bec contested, namely, that it was a conscientious approach and that members

of the Committee had shown a high degree of consciousness of theilr ‘moral
responsibilitics. Boing Chairmen of the Commission meant being the first
servant of the Commission. The Chairman said he could not discharge his
functions without the friendly and wnrcscrved concurrcnce of his colleagucs,

which he was surc would be forthcoming. EHe said he would endcavour to be a

Ja .
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' loyal imterprotor of the viows of the members of the Commission.

| | The Commission was & temporary oxccutive organ of the United Nations,
cstablished for the definitec purposcs set forth in the Goneral Asscmbly's

" ‘Rosolution. The Commission was not a policy-making body, nor was it frce to
. deviate from the terms of the Assembly's Resolution or to modify its work in
any way. Any political decisions would have to bo decided upon by the
political body under whose guidance the General Asscmbly had placed the
Commission, namely the Sccurity Council. }

He was surc the Commission was rcady to give of its best and to the
fullost extent of its cagpacitics in the accomplishmont of its task.

The CHAIRMAN concluded by exprcssirig his thanks to the Sccretary-General
for his weclcome and address. He congratulated the Commission on the
appointment of Dr. Bunchc as Principal Secrcetary and paid high tribute to
his intclligencce, loyelty and great capacity for work. .

The SECRETARY-GENERAL then called for nominations for Vice-Chairmen.

Mr., FRANCISCO (Philippines) proposed Mr. Medina (Bolivia) for this office.

Mr. de ls GUARDIA (Panama) scconded the proposal of the representative
of the Philippincs.

Mr. MEDINA (Bolivia) was unanimously clected Vice-Chairman.

Mr. MEDINA (Bolivia) thanked his collcagucs for this honour and assured
them that he would cndeavour to fulfill the confidence they had pladed in him.
b, Consideration of Plan of Work of the‘Cammission

Thce CHAIRMAN asked thc Secretary to read a proposed resolution submitted
by the Chair, concerning an invitation to intercsted parties to as'éist the
Commission in its work.

The SECRETARY then read the following text:

"THE UNITED NATIONS PAIESTINE CCMMISSICH
"RESOLVES
"That the Secrctary-General of the United Nations on bchalf of the

Commission, promptly cxtend to the Mendatory Power in Palecstinc, an

invitation to designate such reprosentatives as 1t may determine, who
shall be availablce to the Commission for such authoritative inforﬂlation
and othor assistance as the Commission may require in the discharge of its
functions under the Roéolution of the Genecral Asscmbly on the Palestine
Question. -Similar invitations shall be cxtended for the same purposc to
the Arab Highcr Committce and the Jowish Agency."

This proposal was umanimously adopted.

The meoting rosc at 12.00 noon.




